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“Generosity”     
     

Recently we had the privilege of hearing from one of our missionary families. John and Dawn Fain have 
been serving the Lord in far off lands; in countries where governments and political leaders are opposed 
and even openly hostile towards the “Good News” of Jesus Christ. Both themselves and the 97 teams they 
oversee are placed in perilous circumstances. Throughout Southeast Asia the Fain’s travel extensively 
tending to the needs of others. They are continually on the “front lines” engaging in spiritual battles for 
the hearts and minds of people whom we may never meet.      
 
Like all of our missionaries under the umbrella of the EPC’s World Outreach Program, the Fain’s are 
required to return stateside every few years. This is intended to be a time of rest and recuperation (R & 
R). However, it also requires these missionaries to gain further financial support before they can return to 
their respective fields.   
 
Since 1993 the Fain’s have never solicited funds of any kind. Theirs’s is a “faith-based” ministry. They 
go where God sends them…regardless of the personal sacrifices of which there are many! Instead, they 
must rely solely upon individuals and churches just like you…the people of GCC.   
 
Prior to John’s message on Sunday, January 31st, “Trusting God In All Circumstances,” our Session of 
elders approved that in addition to our regular tithes and offerings, a collection of monies placed in the 
Missions jar located in the Resource Center would be earmarked as a contribution in addition to their 
meager stipend. You, the people of Grace, went above and beyond what was asked of you!  You gave 
sacrificially and the result was far beyond our wildest expectation! With no prior warning or solicitation, 
you gave above and beyond with a spirit of generosity. The amount raised in support of the Fain’s came 
to: $1,700.00!       
 
The writer of Proverbs had this to say about people just like you: “There is one who scatters, yet increases 
all the more, and there is one who withholds what is justly due, but it results only in want. The 
generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered” [Proverbs 11:24, 25].   
 
Blessings to each and every one who reached into your pockets and gave more than you had either 
imagined or thought possible. And because you gave, may the Lord in turn give back to you ten-fold in 
wondrous and marvelous ways!  
 
Have a care, 
Pastor Cooper 



Finance Committee Report 
 

For the month of December our unrestricted 
contributions were $45,029.00 and our expenses were 
$48,591.61. Contributions for the first four Sundays in 
January were $32,756.00 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
     Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund 
totaled $100.00 for the month of December. This fund 
is used for building and maintenance expenses and to 
cover emergency costs that may arise. 
        Your Finance Committee 
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February Birthdays 
 

2/02  Carl Olien 
2/11  Betty Eldridge 
2/11  Marlys Hossele 
2/11  Mary Alice Hering 
2/13  Martie Marshall 
2/15  Will Kingma 
2/17  Jean Moody 
2/17  Sylvia Patrick 

2/20  Henny Gewelke 
2/21  Mike Michalis 
2/21  Patsy Turner 
2/25  Mike Baldridge 
2/26  Mary Kingma 
2/26  Barbara Laursen 
2/26  Bob Williams 
2/28  Jan Evans 
2/28  Paulla Garthe 
Happy Birthday! 
 
 
February Anniversaries 
 

02/01  Gilbert & Katie Dementis 
02/01  John & Lynn Nessen 
02/16  Wayne & Louise Wayne 
02/16  Doug & Audrey Robinson 
Happy Anniversary!  

Joy and Thanks to the Jesus Station Angels 
 
The days passed too quickly as we began this New 
Year and I did not have the information for the 
January Newsletter to write this then. Our church 
family shared their love and gladness of Jesus’ 
birth by writing over 2100 Christmas cards in 
2015. I was the inspiratory for this mission, but it 
was almost completely executed by Nelsine 
Ellsworth. This angel along with Lynn Nessen, 
Betty Eldrridge and Flo Wade oversaw the sorting 
and distribution. If I have omitted any other 
Angels, please let me know so I can praise all that 
made this a wonderful blessing. I can report we 
had donations of only $78.00. We always hope for 
more, but know that the giving and receiving of 
the cards to our church family drives this 
partaking. As Nelsine said to me, “it’s a lot of 
work, but the smiles on peoples’ faces makes the 
mission of the Jesus Station all worthwhile.” I 
have read mine many times, and refresh my fading 
mind of the “believers” who sent the cards to Bob 
and I, and I rejoice because we belong to Grace 
Community Church. Thank You! You are all 
Jesus’ Angels.           
   Linda Schooley    

  Ukulele Group Update 
 

     We have started meeting and are enjoying getting to 
know one another as we play and sing music together . 
The regulars now include 2 ukulele players, 2 guitar 
players, a mandolin and concertina player. We are 
having great fun playing songs like “He’s Got the 
Whole World in His Hands”, “Why” (to the tune of 
“Blowin’ In the Wind”), “How Great is Our God,” and 
other gospel praise and country standards. Soon we will 
begin working on a song to perform at the Brush Arbor 
concert on April 1st. Really, no foolin’, the Brush Arbor 
event is scheduled for April 1st.  
     Come and join us Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM in 
the Choir Room. Any questions, contact Michele.
        
    Michele Southerland    
     23-584-9172  
     rngnsng@gmail.com  

Thank You Note 

“My sister, Claudette Thomas, went to be with her Lord 
on November 28, 2015. Our family was comforted by 
your prayers, cards, telephone calls and other expres-
sions of sympathy received during our season of be-
reavement. We extend our sincere and heartfelt thanks 
to the Pastors and family of Grace Community Church.”
   Urmiah Lynch and family 
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GODS’S CHRISTMAS GIFT 
 

This past November Dorothy Cleaver handed me a $270 donation to the Cri-
sis Pregnancy Center (CPC)  missions supported by Grace Community 
Church. This generous amount was raised at the Women’s Luncheon during a 
boutique sale of items made and donated by Donna Bice and Patti French. 
 

Two days later the money was turned over to CPC. That very same day a 
young couple, Joe and Mary (who was pregnant; soon to deliver) and their 20 
month old son came in. I was to be their counselor. Although the husband and 
wife had new jobs they were homeless and had been living in their car for 
over a week. While working in Illinois they both lost their jobs due to the 
company they worked for going out of business. They moved to Phoenix, moving in with a friend. Yet, that didn’t 
last long as the “friend” needed their room for a boyfriend. 
 

Mary and Joe, a Christian couple, needed immediate help. I realized that this was a time that required quick action to 
meet all the family needs. We started with prayer (and not the “we will pray for you” type prayer). Now I was ready 
to take action! I had $55 in my purse which I gave to them so they could stay one night in a motel. The other ladies at 
CPC learned what was happening and graciously chipped in to cover a week’s stay in a motel, but soon realized we 
were $80 short! It was quickly decided that the shortfall could be solved by taking a portion of the $270, from Grace 
Community Church, to cover the motel for a week. This gave us some breathing room as we searched other resources 
to help this lovely couple. After lots of hugs and words of encouragement from all of us, Joe and Mary left our facili-
ty with tears of gratitude and beaming faces. We knew that God had given us another indescribable blessing. It was 
God working through us, to quickly help a family that needed God’s help. God didn’t fail us! 
 

Epilogue: We didn’t stop the funds, as we then helped Joe and Mary obtain state health insurance. Mary received 
free prenatal vitamins plus an ultrasound. Our volunteer doctor will provide free prenatal care and deliver the baby for 
whatever the insurance pays and the local hospital will charge only what the insurance pays. CPC enrolled them in 
free parenting classes where they can “earn paper money” to buy items from CPC’s baby boutique, as well as receiv-
ing a supply of diapers for their son. 
 

The next big challenge was to find permanent housing for them. After much research the waiting list for emergency 
shelter was over two months. Most of the housing resources required a “drug rehab program and not be employed”! 
This couple didn’t require drug testing and certainly wanted to continue working at their good jobs. We then can-
vassed many of the larger churches in the metro area; none had a program to help couples with similar problems. At 
best they would only help their own members. Grace Community Church doesn’t have a program to help couples  
either! But GCC through our two pastors and individuals within our church did! More funds were forthcoming and 
we were able to give Joe and Mary one more week in a motel. 
 

Joe and Mary got their first full paycheck. CPC located a list of affordable housing plus an agency that would help 
with the first and last month’s rent and pay the first month utility bills, and provide a free phone. Now, Joe and Mary 
(not their real names) and the kid(s) have a place to live and grow as they work together to build the dream of thriving 
as a solid Christian family. We all  know that God did this by placing a situation, individuals, and an organization at 
the right time and place, to help this dear family of God start to build a productive life together. CPC remains in touch 
with this family to make sure they continue to succeed as a healthy family. It is, indeed, exciting to see how God 
gives us opportunities to love and serve others. 
 

“Verily, I say to you, Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren ye have done it to me.”  
Matthew 25:40 
 

Submitted in Christ’s Love. 
Nelsine Ellsworth 

Upcoming Events 

Legacy - (Sunday) February 28 - 10:00 AM 
Kramer’s - (Saturday) March 12 - 3:00 PM 

Bouquets for Bonnets (Friday) March 18 - 11 AM 
Brush Arbor (Friday) April 1 - 5:00 PM 

Women’s Annual Tea (Saturday) April 9 - 1:00 PM 

February 2016 
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1  2  3  4  5  6 

7  8  9  10  11  12  13 

14  15  16  17  18  19  20 

21  22  23  24  25  26  27 

28  29           

8:45 AM - Bible 
Study 
10:00 AM 
Worship Service 
 
Tribute to Ella 
Gignac during 
Worship Service 

5:00 PM 
Game Night 

8:45 AM - Bible 
Study 
10:00 AM 
Worship Service 

All Day ….. 
Parking lot closed 
for  resurfacing 

1:00 PM 
Session Meeting 

9:00 AM 
Ministry Meeting 

8:45 AM - Bible 
Study 
10:00 AM 
Worship 
Service 
 
Valentine 
Celebration 

8:45 AM - Bible 
Study 
10:00 AM 
Worship Service 
Legacy Quartet 

All Day ….. 
Parking lot closed 
for resurfacing 

All Day ….. 
Parking lot closed 
for  resurfacing 

11:00 AM 
Worship & Music 
Meeting 


